
Year 1 Reading Spine 

Science 

History 

Geography 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topics 

 

Homes in the past 
Seasonal Changes 

Our street 
Everyday materials 

Toys past and present 
Seasonal Changes 

The UK 
Plants 

Explorers 
Seasonal changes 

A journey around the world 
Animals including humans 

Focus 

author 
Julia Donaldson Mini Grey Benji Davies 

Read for 

pleasure 

texts 

 

(Our 

‘favourite 5’) 

Rhyming books 
- Oi Dog 
- Polar bear, polar 

bear, what do you 
hear? 

- There’s a bear on 
my chair 

- Chocolate moose 
for greedy goose 

- Don’t put your 
finger in the jelly, 

nelly! 

Julia Donaldson – 

Author study 
- The Gruffalo’s 

child 
- Zog 
- Snail and the 

whale 
- The Gruffalo 
- The paper dolls 

Traditional Tales 
- The ugly duckling 
- Princess and the pea 

- The elves and the 
shoemaker 

- Hansel and Gretel 
Chicken licken 

Hero or villain? 
- Good little wolf 
- Mr. Wolf’s pancakes 

- The giggle pigs 
- The three little super 

pigs 
- The three little pigs 

Space 
- Shark in the dark 
- Whatever next 

- Aliens love 
underpants 

- The smeds and the 
smoos 

- Penguinaut 

Animals 
- Where the wild things 

are 

- The tiger who came to 
tea 

- Elmer 
- Zerrafa Geraffa 

English texts 

Peace at last 

 
 
Shh we have a plan! 

 

Beegu 
- Alexis Deacon 

 
 

Stick Man 
- Julia Donaldson 

 

Toys in Space 
- Mini Grey 

 
 
Traction Man 
- Mini Grey 

 
 

Goldilocks and the three 
bears 

 
Goldilocks and just one 
bear 

 
Olivers milkshake 
- Vivian French 

 

Field Trip to the moon 
- Jeanne Willis 

 
 
Man on the moon 

- Simon Bartram 

 
 

The Storm Whale by Benji 
Davies 
 

 
 
Grandad’s island 
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English 

writing 

genres 

Narrative with a clear 
sequence 
- Peace at last 

 
Sequel 
- Shh! We have a 

plan 
 

Story mapping 
- Beegu 

 
Persuasive poster 
- Linked to ‘our 

street’ topic 

 
Acrostic poem 

Letter Writing – First person 
- Toys in Space 

 
Adapted Narrative 
- Toys in space/traction 

man 

 
Rhyming poem 

Traditional tales with a 
twist 
- Goldilocks and the 

three bears 
- Goldilocks and just 

one bear 

 
Instruction writing/recipes 

Olivers milkshake 

Diary entry – first person 
Man on the moon: a 
day in the life of Bob 
Power 
 
Instructions – Building a 

rocket 

Benji Davies – Author study, 
writing a narrative 
-The storm whale 
- Grandad’s island 
 
Non-chronological report – 

explanatory text 
Non-fiction texts about 

insects 

Poetry to 

enjoy 

A-Z Michael Rosean 
book of poems (read 

poems throughout the 
year) 

The 5th November Guy 
Fawkes poem 

The toy box poem  
 

Alien Lullaby by Sue 
Cowling 

 

Seaside Poems by Jill 
Bennett 

Wider 

curriculum  

Step inside homes 

through history 

 
 
Major Glad, Major Dizzy 
- Jan Oke 

 
 
Homes – History 
Snapshots 
- Sarah Ridley 

 
 

My big book of 
outdoors - Tim Hopgood 

Our Amazing Senses 

- Jodi Lynn 
Wheeler Toppen 

 
 
Everyday materials 
(ways into science) 

- Peter riley 

Toys and Games 

 
 
Toys and games – History 

snapshots 
- Sarah Ridley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The Big book of blooms 

 
 
Plants – National 
geographic kids 

 
 
 

 

Little People, Big Dreams  

– Mae Jemison, Neil 
Armstrong, Ernest 
Shackleton 
 

 
 
 
 

Look inside: Space 
- Rob Lloyd Jones & 

Benedetta 
Giaufret 
 

First book of animals 

- Nicola Davis 
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