
UKS2 Reading Spine – Year B (Year 6) 

Science 

History 

Geography 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topics 

 

WW2  
Living things and their 
habitats  
 

World trade and its 
impact  
Animals including 
humans 

World War 2 is over  
Electricity  
 

World Biomes  
 

A Local History Study  
Evolution and 
Inheritance  
 

Investigating our town  
Light  
 

Focus Author Lesley Parr Michael Morpurgo JK Rowling Arthur Conan Doyle Jessica Townsend William Shakespeare 

Read for 
pleasure texts 

The Valley of lost secrets 

 

Where the wellies take 

me 

 

The Ickabog 

 

The Lost World 

 

Nevermoor 

 

A stage full of Shakespeare 

stories 

 

English texts 

My secret war diary 
- Flossie Albright 

 
 
The Valley of lost secrets 
- Lesley Parr 

 
 

Kensuke’s Kingdom 
-Michael Morpurgo 
 

 

Willy’s stories 
- Anthony Browne 
 

 
 

(Future text – Boy at the back 
of the class) 
 

 

Cloud tea monkeys 
- Juan Winjgaard 

 

Darwin’s dragons 
- Lindsay Galvin 

 

The water tower 
- Gary crew and steven 

Woolman 

 
 
Macbeth 
- Shakespeare 

 

 
 

English Writing 
genres 

Historical Fiction 
Diary Writing 

Letter Writing 
- My secret war 

diary/the 

Flashback 
Unbalanced 

argument (persuasive) 
- Kensuke’s 

Kingdom 
 

Traditional Tale 
Narrative writing 

- Willy’s stories – Add 
a page to Willy’s 
stories for their 
favourite traditional 

Fictional Legend 
Narrative with dialogue 

- Cloud tea 
monkeys 

 
Instruction Writing 

Non-Fiction 
Biography on Charles 

Darwin 
 

Fantasy adventure 

Suspense 
Narrative – building an 

atmosphere 
- The Watertower 

 

Historical Fiction 
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valley of lost 
secrets 

 
War poetry 

Journal writing 
- Kensuke’s 

Kingdom 
 
Explanatory text – 
Animals including 

humans 

tale story to create 
a class book. 

 
Information leaflet on 
electricity/Thomas Edison 

- Cloud tea 
monkeys 

 
Review 
Cloud tea Monkeys 

Narrative – building an 
atmosphere 

- Darwin’s 
dragons 

 
Free verse poetry 

Playscript - Narrative points 
of view – Macbeth – 
Shakespeare 
 
Sonnet - shakespeare 
 

 

Whole class 

guided reading 

texts 

Private peaceful – Michael Morpurgo 

 

The Lost World – Arthur Conan Doyle 

 

Nevermoor – Jessica Townsend 

 

Poetry 

Where the wellies take me by Clare and Michael 
Morpurgo 

The chimney Child- Wes Magee 
The sea is a hungry dog-James Hargreaves 
A calendar of Poems- Wes Magee 

 

Charge of the light brigade -Tennyson(choral speaking) 
Tyger Tyger -William Blake(choral speaking) 
Casabianca- Felicia Hemans (choral speaking) 
 
Variety of poems by Pie Corbett= 
The Owl 

City Jungle 
The Spinner-Gwen Dunn 
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Wider 

curriculum 

When the war came 
home – Lesley Parr 

 
 
Letters from the 
lighthouse by Emma 
Carroll 

 
When Hitler stole pink 
rabbit – Judith Kerr 

 
 
The big picture: Living 
habitats – Jon Richards 
& Josy Bloggs 

 
 

 Science works – charging 
about – the story of electricity 
– Jacqui Bailey & Matthew 
Lilly 

 
 
Science in a flash 
 

 

Origin of species – Sabina 
Radeva 

 
 
Blue planet 2 – Leisa 
Stewart Sharpe 

 
 
Oceans and Seas – 
Margaret Hines-Kingfisher 

 
 
Great adventurers – 
Alistair Humphreys 

 
 
Understanding Biomes – 
Let’s explore science 

A street through time – 
DK 

 
Time lines – Peter Goes 
(A visual history of our 
world) 

 
 

The skies above my eyes 
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Kalaeidoscope of 
creatures – Cath Ard & 
Greer Stothers 

 
 
Amazing Animal Homes 
– Chris Packham 

 
 
Illumanatomy – Kate 
Davies & Carovsky 

 

 
The fossil girl – Catherine 
Brighton 

 
Fossil – Eyewitness 

 
 
Little Leaders books – 
exceptional men and 

bold women 

 

 
 
A secret of birds and 
bone 
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